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Said of conservation:

“they’re anti-development”

“that’s not my Ministry”

“don’t worry, the plan is not too 

green”

Axioms

Said of development:

“they oppose conservation”

“they ignore biodiversity 

data”

“we should not support 

growth”
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SDGs are a call for systems change 



Development benefits from ecosystem investment

Invest in For Source

Inland fisheries 60 million jobs in developing countries De Graaf et al 
(2015)

Wastewater 
treatment

ROI of $5.50 per $ WWDR (2017)

Wetlands Tourism expenditures of $925 per year Ramsar (2016)

Wetlands Damage cost avoided from floods – eg. $1907 
ha-1 yr-1 Sri Lanka; $33,000 ha-1 yr-1 USA

Coates & Smith 
(2012)

Watershed 
restoration

50% increase in farm income
20-90% increase in household food security
50% reduction in risk of crop failure

Gebregziabher et 
al. (2016)



Drivers of biodiversity loss

Source: Vörösmarty et al. 2010. Nature 476, 555-561 Source: Tilman et al. 2017. Nature 546, 73-81



Mainstreaming conservation in development

Conservation means pursuing a certain kind of development…

Tilman et al. 2017. Nature 546, 73-81
Johnson et al. 2017. Science 356, 270-275



And yet…

MacKinnon et al. 2015. Biodiversity and Conservation 24, 2559-3581



… politics or principles based on practical rather than moral or 

ideaological considerations…

• Aligning development and conservation action

– OEABCMs vs IWRM

– Sustainable intensification vs protected area planning

• Collaboration in the SDGs for systems change

– evidence

– policies

– finance

– institutions

Conclusions: time for Realpolitik? 


